
CAPITAL GATEWAY CONCEPT PLAN



Purpose & Goals of the Concept Plan

The Purpose: 

 Develop an urban design 

strategy 

 Identify recommended 

infrastructure design elements

The Goal:

 Maximize short- and long-term 

benefits to the City

 Promote economic 

development



Process

Peer Review
City, WSP, HOK

• Traffic, ramps, local street access
• Intermodal transit center location
• Development potential
• Placemaking

I-84 Hartford Project
DOT - TranSystems Program Management Team

Design of:
• Highway and ramps
• Rail 
• Intermodal transit center
• CTfastrak

Capital Gateway 
Concept Plan
WSP, HOK, AKRF

• Infrastructure recommendations
• Development vision
• Urban design guidelines
• Implementation strategies

Planning and Zoning Commission

Key StakeholdersThe Public

Public Advisory Committee



How to Use the Concept Plan

Strategies

Infrastructure 
Recommendations

Design Guidelines

Financing & 
Implementation 
Strategies



Components for Implementing the Concept Plan

Infrastructure Design Urban Design

FUTURE GATEWAY TO 
HARTFORD

Financing & 
Implementation Strategies



Urban Street Network Intermodal Transit Center CTfastrak Connection

Infrastructure Design



Urban Street Network

Improved local network from 3B-E5:

 Garden Street Extension

 Farmington Avenue Extension

 Bushnell West (original Road A & 

Road B)



Intermodal Transit Center

Train Station

Bus Facility

Intermodal 
Pedestrian 

Connection 
(along Garden 

St.)



CTfastrak 

Connecting to the Bus Facility



Urban Design

Highway Capping & Open Space Union Station Adaptive Reuse



Highway Capping & Open Spaces

Capping considerations:

 Mitigate noise and visual impacts

 Provide open space and strategic construction 

of light-weight structures

 Attract “Class A” development

 Not support development directly on deck



Highway Capping & Open Spaces



Highway Capping & Open Spaces
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Highway Capping & Open Spaces
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Highway Capping & Open Spaces
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Highway Capping & Open Spaces
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Union Station Adaptive Reuse

Level 1 – flexible 
space for publicly 
accessible programs

Level 2 –
restaurants, 
classrooms, meeting 
rooms, artist studios

Level 3 – small-scale 
office, studio, 
meeting, or exhibit 
space 

• Level-access from Union Yard
• Remove existing transportation

lobby under rail viaduct

UNION YARDUNION PLACE UNION HALL

• Transform Union Pl. 
into shared-use street



Financing & Implementation Strategies 

Economic development takeaways:

A project of this size and magnitude can be 

supported.

 Need to grow at a significant faster pace

 Leverage Hartford’s insurance cluster

 Attract innovative workforce

Need to create an 
attractive, vibrant 
downtown environment.



Financing & Implementation Strategies 

Implementation Strategy:

 Create new roads and parcels before implementing TOD

 Provide utilities

 Start with terra firma sites

 Optimize existing TOD overlay zones

 Create the controlling entities ahead of development

 Coordinate planning to protect development assets 



LOOKING TOWARDS ASYLUM HILL



Bushnell Park

State Capitol

Train Station and Station Place Bus facility with parking

CTfastrak

I-84 ramp connection

Farmington Ave. extension

Garden St. extension

Union Station

LOOKING TOWARDS ASYLUM HILL

The Hartford



LOOKING TOWARDS DOWNTOWN



LOOKING TOWARDS DOWNTOWN

Capitol Way above ramps

Broad St. Field

Union Station adaptive reuse 
and redesign of Union Yard



Thank you!


